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Diary Dates

Playing Field Tree Planting   1 December     10.00

Christmas Fair CVH             1 December      1.00 

Parish Council Meeting  3 December       7.30 

Café Church                        7 December.    10.30

Ladies Lunch Club             9 December

Coffee and Chat  11 December    10.30 

Crudwell Ladies  11 December      7.00 

Santa Dash   15 December    10.00 

Christmas Carols   

   at The Potting Shed 24 December      4.00

24 Hour Bike Ride  21/22 June

Editor’s Welcome
A warm welcome to December’s newsletter and many thanks to everyone who has contributed. 
As you will see, there’s plenty going on in the village as we move into the festive season, from 
Christmas shopping to Santa dashing and carol singing. At this cold and dark time of year, it’s 
great to see there are so many local opportunities to get out and meet up with friends and 
neighbours.

If you have news that you’d like to share in our next edition, please contact us at 
woicrudwell@gmail.com by January 15th. In the meantime, season’s greetings to everyone.

Katie Hawkins, Editor 

Local Services
Post Office Monday and Tuesday  2.00pm - 5.30pm, Wednesday 9.00am-12.30pm collection 
time 4.50pm Contact 01666 577201.
Mobile Library 11.10-11.45am at the Dawneys, Crudwell    Friday 8 November 
Defibrillators Village Hall and Wheatsheaf Inn, Crudwell; BT telephone box, Eastcourt

© 2024 the publishers of What’s on in Crudwell. The information contained herein is provided for general information purposes only, and the opinions expressed 
are the responsibility of the authors and advertisers. Advertising space is sold in good faith and does not imply an endorsement or promotion of the products or 
services offered. The publishers shall have no liability for errors, omissions or inadequacies, for the quality of goods or services purchased as a result of such 
advertisements, or for any consequential loss or damage.  The publication may not be reproduced or distributed in any form without the publishers’ written 
permission. 
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Christmas Menu 2024

Wheatsheaf Inn Crudwell

From Wednesday 4th December to Monday 23rd December 2024

Starters

Prawn cocktail salad with brown bread gfo 

Chicken liver pate laced with whisky with granary toast gfo

Creamy Stilton mushrooms on toast gfo v

Parsnip and butternut squash soup and roll gfo ve

Mains

Roast turkey with chipolata sausage, apricot and thyme stuffing gfo

With Roast potatoes and seasonal vegetables

Braised beef with a rich mushroom, bacon and red wine sauce

With Roast potatoes and seasonal vegetables

Roasted butternut squash with quinoa and spiced vegetables ve 

With Roast potatoes and seasonal vegetables

Pan fried fillet of salmon with dill butter

With new potatoes and seasonal vegetables

Desserts

Christmas pudding with brandy sauce gfo

Raspberry and limoncello trifle

Chocolate and salted caramel cheesecake  with vanilla ice cream

Raspberry and lemon sorbet with fresh melon and raspberries

2 courses £23.00  3 courses £28.25

E: tobygregory@aol.com  T: 01666 577739

Served from 12.00pm to 1.30pm and 5.45pm to 8.00pm

Wheatsheafcrudwell.co.uk

mailto:tobygregory@aol.com
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7 December    10.30 – 12.00    Café Church with Advent Sale, Raffle, 

          Bring & Buy & Cake Stall.   

Christmas Eve     4.00                Carols at the Potting Shed

      11.30                 Midnight Communion Crudwell Church

Christmas Day    11.00                Family Christmas Celebration @

                                                    Crudwell Church 

    

Christmas 
in Crudwell

Are you a keen piano or keys player?

Then come and join The Big Brunch Band!

We play mainly swing/big band but also jazz, blues, plus some soul & pop.

A warm and welcoming group, we perform approx 10 gigs across the year.

Rehearsals are Tuesday evenings, 7.30pm - 9.00pm in Ashton Keynes Village Hall.

Please contact our MD Jackie Mitchell on jackie@davidmitchell.co.uk for more information.

mailto:jackie@davidmitchell.co.uk


We are having so much fun at Pre-School. We have a lot of new faces plus lots of children returning. It has been 

wonderful to see how kind the children have been, by welcoming the new children and helping them know the 

routine of Pre-School. We have seen children taking a new friends coat and showing them how to hang it, showing 

them where to put their snacks and water bottles plus giving them cuddles as reassurance. Kindness is so 

important at Pre-School and is a large part of our ethos.

We now have our own curriculum; this was created using the children’s voice and the professional knowledge of 

all the team at Pre-School. We are very proud of our curriculum as it shows that we are an independent Pre-School 

with children at the heart of everything we do.

The children all created a Poppy wreath to display with pride on Remembrance weekend and Remembrance Day, 

you may have seen it in the Village Hall window. Our random act of kindness also continues with this important 

theme, keep your eyes peeled!!

Lastly, we love books and reading at Pre-School, we are sharing this with the community by leaving preloved books 

(for all ages) in the foyer. Please help yourself.

We are fully booked now for this academic year, but we have a waiting list, so please get in touch if you are 

interested in sending your child to Crudwell Pre-School. You can contact me by either ringing or emailing me on –

07986622191, info@crudwellpreschool.co.uk

Cathy and team.

Crudwell Pre-school (Charity Reg. No. 1186585) Crudwell Village Hall – Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays - from 9am to 3pm for 2 

to 5 years old plus Thursday 9-3 from April).

Crudwell CE Primary School
At school this term our value for the term is compassion. In the run up to Christmas, we will be reflecting on what 

this means and the positive impact we can have when we behave compassionately towards others. 

We have taught the children that empathy + action = compassion and we have shared practical examples and 

stories from the Bible to illustrate this. Being compassionate towards others creates a sense of belonging, respect 
and trust and this permeates all we do at Crudwell. I am never surprised or happier than when I see the children 

behaving in this way at school, with kindness and respect for others.

This week as I was showing a family around the school, one of our year 5 pupils spontaneously offered to help. 

Compassion in action! He saw a need and acted. He talked articulately about his school and what he enjoyed most 
about being part of Crudwell. The family were grateful and really impressed. 

Compassion is always modelled by our team. At Crudwell, we think deeply about how we can develop this sense of 

belonging for the children at school. How can we keep them safe? Do the children feel they can talk to adults they 
trust? How can we support families in maintaining good attendance? What opportunities are there we can give 

the children to develop key communication skills and teamwork? What opportunities are there to take part in 

festivals that represent the school? 

From whole school councils that empower the children to create change, sports festivals and school discos, to 
learning in class, we are always trying to engender this sense of belonging because when children feel happy and 

safe they are, crucially, also in a great space to learn. 

If you are considering Crudwell CE Primary school and would like to arrange a visit please call 01666 577357 or 

email admin@crudwell.wilts.sch.uk to meet with the Head teacher, Mr Ben John. 

Crudwell Pre-School
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Crudwell Village Hall

Crudwell Multi-Sports Facility

Crudwell Village Hall is a great venue for a variety of functions including children’s parties, 
wedding receptions, meetings presentations, as well as activities and clubs.

There is a large fully equipped kitchen, refitted and refurbished facilities, a large hall with a 
capacity of 150 to 200people,. Meeting room, large playing filed and a children’s playground 
adjacent to an outdoor fitness area. The hall has free Wi-Fi and drop-down projector screens.

For availability, bookings and more general information, head to our website or email 
bookings@cvhrg.org.uk

Most likely by the time you read this, the path on the recreation ground at the village hall will be finished and we 

will have planted the first trees and shrubs of our new park. 

This work has taken a huge amount of effort from many people, but I want to pay special thanks to Terri Murphy 

and Hilary Warner for helping us identify, source, and plant these wonderful new additions. All are carefully 
chosen; they are native species, beloved by other wildlife and, I’m told, produce fantastic colours throughout the 

year. They will take some maintaining in their early years of life but hopefully will have been adopted by 
volunteers – including by some in their early years themselves - and be given all the love they need as they settle 

into their new home.

We’ll also be marking out the new football pitch and installing new goalposts ready for the annual Boxing Day 

match. Come along and watch the fun if you get the chance. The sideline heckling is its defining characteristic 
and as many voices as possible are welcome.

So, what’s to come? Well, as well as a new path, you’ll notice several new patches set aside for picnic tables. 

We’ll begin investigating how best to fill those spaces and examine the best locations for benches too. And we 

have a couple of volunteers who’ve stepped up to take charge of planning, funding, and building a pump track for 
bikes at the bottom end of the field. Thanks to Leon Horton and Claire Buxton for taking this on!

In the absence of a village shop, we’ve also been talking with a local supplier of vending machines, which can be 

stocked with local produce and snacks. This should be installed (near the bike maintenance station on the side of 
the hall) very soon and we’re also looking at adding a separate vending machine for milk and dairy products to 

save the late dashes to Malmesbury for essentials. 

As you can see there’s lots to do and we’ve noticed that we’re a bit short of different faces, views, and pairs of 

hands for the committee. We already have a couple who’ve put up their hand for maybe joining us but, if you’re 

keen, just let me know.

Phil Buxton, chair, Crudwell Village Hall Committee. 

chair@crudwellvillagehall.org

mailto:bookings@cvhrg.org.uk
mailto:chair@crudwellvillagehall.org
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Parish Council and Community Report Dec 24
Community Support
Following the Parish Council’s agreement  to actively sponsor and manage the financing of this journal,  we are 
very pleased that our editor, Katie Hawkins compiled the November edition which was made available online 

here and distributed by our volunteer team organised by Charlotte Bullock . The Council at its November meeting 
agreed to the printing and distribution of the December edition to all households, however in order to maintain 
publication at an affordable cost to the parish the following processes will take place in the New Year.

• Advertisers and some contributors will be asked to donate to the PC on a tariff which will be determined by 
the advertisement size.

• Distribution of paper copies will be incrementally decreased as demand for online copy increases.
• Those who do not wish for a paper copy may request a small window sticker which will inform the 

distributors not to deliver to those addresses. These opt out stickers will be obtained by mailing the editor 
at woicrudwell@gmail.com. It is hoped that the stickers will be available for the December distribution.

• Printing will be incrementally reduced during the new year in order to reduce costs therefore keeping the 
journal within the budget allocated by the PC. 

• Forms will be also be made available in the New Year at the Post Office and pubs where you will be able to 
request the continuation of paper copy delivery.

• The PC intends that the online version of the journal will become the norm and will, in future, of necessity 

only distribute to those who cannot access the online version in future, although the paper copy will always 
be distributed where needed.

Parish Council
The Parish Council last met on Tuesday the 12th of November in the Village Hall. Minutes of all meetings are 
published on the council website at:
http://www.crudwell-pc.gov.uk/category/agenda/ together with the agenda for the next meeting which will take 

place at 7:00 PM on Tuesday the 17th of December 2024 in Crudwell Primary School. Public speaking is 
permitted during the first ten minutes of the meeting, and you are, if you wish able to attend. 
Two councillors attended a meeting of stakeholders held to look at the worsening problems associated with 
parking in the vicinity of the school and Church, particularly at drop off and pick up times. The meeting was also 
attended by representatives of the Church, the Primary School, farming and local residents. A number of ideas 
were considered which could help to ease congestion and make the area less hazardous. Members of group will 
seek to follow up with actions designed to ease congestion and make the area safer. 
Councillor Gary Lawes has now resigned from the Council; Gary has been a significant contributor to Council work 
for a number of years, especially with regard to our task of reviewing and commenting on planning applications. 
We are most grateful to Gary for his work for our community and wish him well in the future. There are currently 
now three vacancies for Parish Councillors, if you are interested in joining the council then please contact our 
parish clerk at parish.clerk@crudwell-pc.gov.uk. 

Roy F Hamilton-Lambley; Chairman, Crudwell Parish Council

       Saturday 21st/Sunday 22nd June 2025

After a highly successful event last year, we are looking to make the 2025 Crudwell Bike Ride 
better and bigger.
For those new to the village, all the details of this amazing event can be found on our 
website crudwellbikeride.co.uk or please contact Damian on 575041 or Elizabeth on 577565.
We are always pleased to welcome volunteers new and old, to help with the running of the 
event, and teams of enthusiastic riders - regardless of age, fitness and speed levels!  We pride 
ourselves on being a true community event - please come and join us.

https://www.my-crudwell.org/content/uploads/2024/10/WOIC1124.pdf
mailto:woicrudwell@gmail.com
http://www.crudwell-pc.gov.uk/category/agenda/
mailto:parish.clerk@crudwell-pc.gov.uk
http://crudwellbikeride.co.uk/


Neighbourhood Plan Report Dec 24

Crudwell Bike Ride 2024
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2021 Neighbourhood Plan; Tuners Lane Planning Application PL/2023/09595

This site was allocated by policy in the 2021 Crudwell Neighbourhood Plan and a Community Liaison Group of 

Councillors and residents have been engaged with the agents to help ensure that the development meets our 
requirements in terms of affordable housing and design.
A revised set and plans and documentation was recently published by the agents of the Tuners Lane development 
together with a new consultation response date of 12/11/2024. The changes to the plans are to address concerns 
raised by  Wiltshire Council officers and also to address the Parish Council’s objection with respect to some 
detailed design issues. The Parish Council has requested that the agents should hold a public exhibition for 
councillors and residents where the revised plans and improvements to design can be reviewed. We will inform 
you of the time date and venue when this has been agreed. Meanwhile the Planning Application for the site in 
Tuners Lane remains called in by Councillor Berry.

Neighbourhood Plan Review to 2038

• The Crudwell Neighbourhood Plan was “made” (completed and included in Wiltshire Council Local Plan) in 
May 2021. This gives us protection from speculative planning applications for unwanted developments for 
five years to May 2026.

• In 2023 the Parish Council agreed to commence a review of the 2021 plan to align with the emerging 
Wiltshire Local Plan which will state Wiltshire’s housing requirements to 2038.

• Discussions are taking place with Neighbourhood Steering Group members and landowners who responded 
to the call for sites made as part of our 2023 consultation. The discussions are focussed on demonstrating 
the suitability and deliverability of housing on these sites which would meet the parish’s requirement for 
new homes by 2038.

• Work on the other areas of policy continues, these new policy areas include: Proposed protected green 
spaces, The green network and hedgerow, Business Park, Business Development and additional Parking 
Facilities Policy to ease congestion at the Primary School, also a new Design Guide to meet Government 
requirements.

• We shall of course to continue to consult with you via this journal again at all stages of the new plan’s 
development and via formal consultations, the next of these is Regulation 14. Changes in Government 
policy and other external issues which are beyond our control mean that we have had to revise our plan 
timetable, and we now anticipate that Reg 14 will take place during the Spring of 2025.

Councillor Roy F Hamilton-Lambley, Chairman, Crudwell Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Our group of Church cleaners are a great bunch, so a very special thank you to all the people who keep All Saints 
Church looking so good. Fortunately, the bats have all hibernated for the winter months which makes our Church 
cleaning much easier. We hear lovely compliments about clean and tidy the church looks and how well looked 
after it is, so thank you to everyone involved. 

We are looking for a few more volunteers to help us out, we work in pairs (or singly if that suits you best). The 
Church is cleaned twice a month, as a volunteer you will be required to commit to one month a year (2 individual 
visits). If you are interested to join us, please give me a ring on 01666 577572 or email on 
margaretenglish261@btinternet.com and I would be delighted to hear from you and let you know what is 
involved. I look forward to hearing from you.

Margaret English

Church Cleaning

mailto:mmargaretenglish261@btinternet.com


Greetings from All Saints Church

Greetings from Crudwell Church
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Before Christmas in the Church’s year, we have a period called Advent. The themes of Advent help us look 
at Christmas in different ways.
This year the word Hope occurs; we hear it in the news, hoping that wars will end and hoping that we can 
survive all the changes that are occurring in our lives.
In the Old Testament, Hope is always to do with waiting or the expectation for God to act to help a 
situation and this is more than optimism. 
In the New Testament we have a ‘living hope’; Jesus, who listens and helps us when we call to Him. We 
look back to a ‘Risen Jesus’ who is Christ, and know that he is able to do more than we can imagine and 
that he cares about each of us.
Jesus helps us look at the world in a different way. 
Look at Christmas; who would think of a God sending a small baby into the world to save it?  Being born in 
a stable; just the first of many things that could go wrong. Herod wanting to kill him, so they became 
refugees. Shepherds, the lowest in society, with their sheep were the first special visitors. Later on, foreign 
wise men giving them what seems very inappropriate gifts for a baby. Yet this baby has changed the world, 
by changing individual lives. Many years have passed since his birth but Jesus’ life is still remembered and 
still changes so many lives in this world. His love is for each of us, no-one is left out as we all matter to 
Him.
This Christmas may you feel hope in your hearts and may it give you strength and courage to face each day 
knowing that you are not alone but loved by a God- a God who gave his son to help us, bringing love and 
light that can brighten our lives even in the dark times. Amen

Revd. Sarah Wyman

Date Services in All Saints Crudwell
Sunday 1st December 10am, Friends & Family Dressing the Christmas Tree 

Service 

Sunday 15th December 4pm, Carol Service 

Sunday 22nd December 11am, Holy Communion 

Christmas Eve 11.30pm Midnight Communion 

Christmas Day 11am, Family Christmas Celebration 

Sunday 29th December 10am, Benefice Service of Holy Communion 

Mid-Week Services and Events

Monday Every other 
week 

10am Bible Study via Zoom 

Tuesday Weekly 9.30am Morning Prayer via Zoom 

Wednesday 11th 
December 

10.30am Coffee & Chat @ Crudwell 

Wednesday 4th, 11th 
December

2pm Five Voices – Ladies Advent Study Group 
@ The Rectory 

Thursday 12th 
December 

9.45am BCP Communion Service @ Minety 

Friday Weekly 9.30am Morning Prayer via Zoom

Saturday 7th December 10.30am – 
12.30pm 

Café Church with Advent Sale - Raffle, Bring & 
Buy, Cake Stall. All donations are welcome.

Please visit our website www.braydonbrook.co.uk and Braydon Brook Churches 
Facebook Page to find out more.

http://www.braydonbrook.co.uk/


9 

We are the North Wiltshire Flower Club and we meet 

every 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7 for 7.30pm.  We 

are just folk who love flowers.  Some of us are florists 
but many are not so please don’t be anxious about 

joining us.  There is plenty of car parking space and there 
is good chatter and free tea/coffee and cake at the end 

of the evening.  

In October, we had Arnaud Metairie demonstrate his 
“Garden in the Sky” which was about his visit to Ecuador 

and Colombia.  His floral arrangements were truly lovely 

and were raffled at the end.  On November 20th we had 
National Demonstrator Angela Turner at Malmesbury 

Town Hall to give us a “Natural Christmas”. 

Looking ahead, we have we have a fun quiz and shared 
supper In December, a DIY demonstration in January and 

in February, Persephone Violet with “Aestheticism” 
(which means the practice of looking at everything as if 

it were art).  So, lots to look forward to. 

Contact Cathy on 07703299277. 

Crudwell residents, friends and neighbours are all most 

welcome to join our sociable coffee mornings in Crudwell 
Church.  We meet on the second Wednesday of each 
month, between 10.30 a.m. – 12 noon.  So a date for your 
diaries is Wednesday, 11 December 2024.  In addition to 
the raffle and sales table, sherry and mince pies will be 
served with the usual refreshments.  All proceeds go 
towards the upkeep of the church building and churchyard 
maintenance.

We have continued to meet throughout this year and are 
always delighted to see newcomers.  For further 
information, please contact Rosemary Williams on 01666 
575073.

It is such a delight to have the return of What's 
On In Crudwell, thank you very much to the 
new organisers. Due to circumstances beyond 
our control, we now meet at the Vine Tree 
between Foxley and Hullavington (post code 
SN16 0JP). They are really looking after us. 

I have decided to retire from running Ladies 
Lunch Club but definitely still want the lunch 
club to continue albeit in a different form. We 
will be discussing this during our get-together 
on 9th December. I have thoroughly enjoyed my 
time organising the lunch club but after 20 
years, I am running out of steam. More news in 

the January issue of WOIC.

Our lunch on Monday, 9th December is going to 
be a very flowery occasion, Chris Jarvis is going 
to demonstrate some beautiful Christmas 
arrangements and has offered one as a raffle 

prize that is going to be much sought after. 

Dreena Rutty (01666 860467) – Margaret 
English (01666 577572)

Ladies’ Lunch ClubCoffee and Chat

November has traditionally become a 
Christmas craft evening giving members a 
chance to chat while being creative. This year 
was no exception when members created a 
Christmas Angel from the folded pages of a 
paperback book under the guidance of Hilda 
Cooper from Swindon. We welcomed a new 
member and a visitor making 20 attendees.

Our meeting on December 11th is our planning 
meeting with Christmas nibbles as we discuss 
ideas for next year.

Crudwell Ladies meet on the second 
Wednesday of every month at 7pm, generally 
at the Village Hall. We plan a varied 
programme, which includes speakers 
suggested by the members, as well as 
afternoon visits in the summer months. We 
also meet socially on the fourth Wednesday of 
the month for coffee at The Wheatsheaf.
If you are interested in joining or visiting any 
of our meetings, please contact Judy Paginton. 
(01666 577370) – or just turn up!

North Wiltshire  Villages Flower Club Crudwell Ladies

Many thanks for those who supported the Dorothy House 
Quiz on October 12th at the Village Hall.
We raised £850.50. Thanks to The Wheatsheaf, Pettifers 
and The Thames Head for donations to the raffle which 
brought in £225 towards that total.

Judy Paginton
Malmesbury Friends of Dorothy House



10

Netball for all takes place from 6pm to 7pm on Mondays. Phone Debbie on 07880 606702 for more 
information. On Tuesdays, it’s tennis starting at around 5.00pm and we have a WhatsApp group to confirm if 
we have enough people to play. We are all relatively keen, all levels of fitness, and like to think we are more 

able than we probably are. If you are interested in joining us or have any questions, please 
email anniebsmith@hotmail.co.uk

Monday Netball and Tuesday Tennis

▪ The courts were built to play tennis, netball, basketball and 5/side 
football.

▪ There is no charge for the use of the courts.
▪ Maintenance costs are funded entirely by donations, which can be 

made at The Wheatsheaf, Crudwell Post Office or online by bank 
transfer. A suggested donation could be £10/hour per court.

▪ If you play regularly, please consider joining our subscription 
scheme for a donation of just £5/month. 

▪ Help keep the courts in good condition especially NO WHEELS ON 
THE COURTS! Thank you.

Crudwell Recreation 
Action Group (CRAG)  
part of the Crudwell 
Village Hall & Recreation 
Ground charity 
no.294177 
Email 
bookings@cvhrg.org.uk for 
more information.

           

Short Mat Bowls

Our break up date for Christmas is Tuesday, 17th December 2024, and we will be back on Tuesday, 7th January 
2025 – ready to exercise our lovely relaxing life over the Christmas break. Our weekly Tuesday Tai Chi classes 
are very popular and all are welcome to attend.   Faith is a great teacher and really helps to keep our Tai Chi 
sessions flowing. No experience is necessary as Faith explains every move and ensures that we are all 
comfortable and understand these movement. Tai Chi is recommended by health representatives as a proven 
way of improving our concentration, balance and co-ordination. The exercises can be done sitting in a chair or 
standing and done to a background of very gentle music which helps the class to participate more easily. 
Comfortable loose clothing and non-slip shoes are all that is required and of course, do bring a drink of water 
with you, although it is available at the hall. It costs just £7 for an hour and each session is a stand-alone so you 
are not paying up front for a course. Just come along and join our friendly group. For further information, 
please contact either: 

Carmel Straughan on 577502 and Margaret English on 577572. 

Tai Chi

           
We've had another reasonably successful month. Our County League team beat Devizes 9-0 and by 63-18 shots. 
In the Malmesbury League we now have a 'surprise package'. Not only did Kestrels beat Kingfishers in our club 
derby but they then went to Seagry to beat a very strong Siskins team 5-0. Kestrels remain unbeaten and must 
now be close to the top of the ML league. Well done AGAIN to Anita, Carmel and Laurence. Kingfishers, 
meanwhile, have lost to Marshfield Martins although they were the first team to take points from them and 
beat Siskins at home. A mid table position awaits!!.

We say goodbye to Helen Lee on 2nd December. Helen was a member of our club for many years. We will miss 
her.

We meet at Crudwell Village Hall on Tuesdays (7pm start) or Thursdays (currently 2pm start) and you can be 
assured of a warm welcome. If you come with flat shoes, we have woods and we will offer help and guidance. 
Your first visit is free and we can guarantee you will enjoy a cuppa and biscuit at some time during your visit. 

Why not give it a go? Please contact either Anita Smith (our Joint Captain) on 07977566883 or Geoff Lane (our 
Secretary) 07400266866.

Short Mat Bowls

mailto:bookings@cvhrg.org.uk
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