
What’s on in Crudwell
Issue 101 April 2025

As you can see, there’s so much going on in 
Crudwell this month, the editor is having to 
make do with a couple of sentences! 

So now that spring has finally arrived, I hope 
you can enjoy getting out and about in the 
village. 

Keep me up to date with everything Crudwell 
related at woicrudwell@gmail.com
Katie Hawkins, Editor 

Local Services
Post Office Monday and Tuesday  2.00pm - 5.30pm, Wednesday 9.00am-12.30pm 
Collection time 4.45 pm Contact 01666 577201. 
Mobile Library 11.10-11.45 am  The Dawneys, Crudwell    Friday 25 April
Defibrillators Village Hall (Code C123X) and Wheatsheaf Inn (C159X)  BT telephone box, 
Eastcourt

© 2025 the publishers of What’s on in Crudwell. The information contained herein is provided for general information 
purposes only, and the opinions expressed are the responsibility of the authors and advertisers. Advertising space is sold in 
good faith and does not imply an endorsement or promotion of the products or services offered. The publishers shall have 
no liability for errors, omissions or inadequacies, for the quality of goods or services purchased as a result of such 
advertisements, or for any consequential loss or damage.  The publication may not be reproduced or distributed in any 
form without the publishers’ written permission. 

Editor’s Welcome

Crudwell Parish
Council has a 
number of 
allotment plots 
available. 
Please contact 
parish.clerk@crudwell-pc.gov.uk

Are there any volunteers 
out there willing to clean  
our church brass on a 
monthly rota basis? 
Cloths and polish supplied!! 
It would be lovely to hear 
from you. 
Please contact  Helen 
Dawson on 0742658102 
or Margaret English on 
577572.

mailto:woicrudwell@gmail.com
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On Fridays and Saturdays throughout April we will be 

serving a selection of Mexican burritos .

These are tortillas filled with savoury ingredients such as 

meat, cheese, beans and rice.

Choose from a selection of delicious fillings  such as  chilli 

beef, pulled pork or sweet potato.

Served with chips, a crispy salad, guacamole, salsa and 

soured cream.

Vegetarian choices will be available.

We recommend booking your table so not to miss out!

Our usual full menu will also be available.

Tel: 01666 577739
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21/22nd June 2025

We are well underway now with preparations and already have teams registered – both local 

and from further afield.

Proceeds from this year’s event are going towards the pump track which is a key part of the 

redesigned playing field project, so we would love as many riders and teams as possible, and as 

much sponsorship as we can raise.  Volunteers to help with marshalling, set up and many other 

tasks are key to our success, so please do email marshals@crudwellbikeride.co.uk if you are able 

to spare 2 hours or more of your time.

For those new to the village, this is a much loved and unique 24-hour event, a key part of our 

community and we would love you to be a part of it.  For more information, please go to our 

website at crudwellbikeride.co.uk to contact us.

CRUDWELL STRAWBERRY FAIR IS BACK!                                         5th/6th July 2025

A group of village residents who do not wish to see this event disappear are now in the process 

of planning this year’s event, which will take place on the Village Green opposite the primary 

school on the above weekend.  What could be better than enjoying strawberries in a village 

setting?

We would like to keep to the style of previous years, but to make this happen we are calling on 

the residents of Crudwell and the surrounding area to help us with anything you can offer, from 

the loan of garden furniture to your help setting up, hulling, waiting on tables, washing up, 

baking, offering musical talent and/or coming along to enjoy the strawberries and refreshments!  

Please do also contact us if you are interested in having a stall at the event, as we aim to include 

some additional activities to the refreshments.

If you are able to help us in any way (especially if you can offer some strong hands to help on the 

Friday with lifting heavy fridges etc)  then please contact Angela at ajking23@live.co.uk

FRENCH/GERMAN LESSONS
Tuition given in either French or German, any level, beginners to A level, by 
experienced language teacher.
• Oral practice in preparation for exams
• Ault conversation classes
• Help with grammar
• Individual or small group lessons
For more information call Elizabeth on 07742 594322
                                       Email Liz.churchill@outlook.com 

mailto:marshals@crudwellbikeride.co.uk
mailto:ajking23@live.co.uk
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We have been exploring our world this term. We have been to France, South Africa, Fiji, China 
and Great Britain. We learnt how to say Hello in different languages plus learning new 
Makaton signs (all the teachers are now trained in Makaton). We have read a lovely book 
called “I love my hair” and then we threaded beads onto braided wool to copy the beautiful 
hair in the book, we have tried noodles and coloured in many beautiful flags.

We are looking forward to the Mother’s Day breakfast. This is where Mummies  come into Pre-
School and the children sing to them and then serve them pastries and juice. It is such a 
special morning and loved by all.

We now have our register open for September starters and we also have an open day on 
Thursday 29th May from 9:30 – 2pm. There is no need to book an appointment -  just come 
along and visit us, we would love that. 

For any more information, please contact me (Cathy) on 07986622191 or 
info@crudwellpreschool.co.uk.  Thank you so much in advance, Cathy and team.

Crudwell Pre-school (Charity Reg. No. 1186585) Crudwell Village Hall – Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays - from 9am to 
3pm for 2 to 5 years old plus Thursday 9-3 from April).

Crudwell CE Primary School
Our school vision is ‘Roots to Grow and Wings to Fly’. The roots ensure a solid foundation for 

which the children to grow and the wings gives them opportunities to develop and excel in other 

areas.

Last term, we enjoyed ‘Crudwell’s Got Talent’ at school. The children certainly do have a lot of 

talent! Heats were held in the classrooms in the morning, with the finalists judged by the Pupil 
Leadership Team in the afternoon in our Grand Final! The overall winners, ‘CTS – Charlie, Thomas 

and Sam’ were incredible and played ‘Thunderstruck’ by AC/DC on their electric guitars and drums 

with gusto – what a treat for us all! Making school fun improves children’s confidence and sense of 

belonging – essential to raise standards and attainment in all areas of the curriculum. 

We also recently celebrated Safer Internet Day, which was held nationally and at school on 

Tuesday 11th Feb. It is essential children are aware of the potential dangers online as well as the 

fun! Helpful information shared with parents too at home. Thank you to Mr Kuipers for organising 

and teachers leading on the day. 

Finally, on our return to school following the half term break, Aled Evans, from Chance to Shine, 

ran a Cricket Roadshow at school for all the children. This was a very successful day and although 
it was cricket, the weather played ball, and we were able to practise outside in the sunshine! 

Mr John

If you are considering Crudwell CE Primary school and would like to arrange a visit please call 

01666 577357 or email admin@crudwell.wilts.sch.uk to meet with the Head teacher, Mr Ben John. 

Crudwell Pre-School
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mailto:info@crudwellpreschool.co.uk
mailto:admin@crudwell.wilts.sch.uk
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Volunteers have continued to meet fortnightly, to ensure that issues affecting flood risk and 
resilience are being written down and communicated. To date, we have :

1. Created a Maintenance List for the Parish Council, which itemises 13 important activities that 
should be started immediately. The list includes what we believe is the most important 
maintenance job of all: clearing under under the road bridge so that the Swill Brook flows 
unimpeded. Even if you are a resident living at the other end of the village, this affects you! We 
talked the full maintenance list through with the Parish Council, and handed it over in mid-
February for their ownership going forward.

2. Created a List of Questions for Wiltshire Council, asking whether they can enlarge culverts 
under the roads, improve surface drainage in specific places, and make  other simple changes that 
we believe would improve resilience. The Parish Council said they intend to ask Cllr Berry if he 
might take these to appropriate people at the Council, such as the Principal Drainage Engineer. As 
an alternative, we would encourage the PC to take the questions to the Wiltshire Flood Working 
Group and pursue answers via that forum.

3. Helped  the village school by providing the Headteacher with detailed information about the 
floods, which he was able to send to his own contacts at Wiltshire Council. The school received 
timely and helpful responses, including some advice for Crudwell on where to seek funding and 
also the process to follow for appointing flood wardens in the future.

4. Attended the South Cotswolds Flood Summit in Cricklade on the 1st March. We were asked to 
present first and gave an overview of the impact of flooding here, plus issues and ideas going 
forward. A common theme across this part of the county was the lack of maintenance of culverts 
(where water is channelled under a road) and underneath bridges, and there was a lot of 
negativity about the Environment Agency in its current guise. After the summit we shared our 
written work with the MPs team to maximise the chance that one day in the future the village is 
near the top of a list for better support.

If you want to put your weight behind any of these issues, you could :

a. Talk to the Parish Council to ask when maintenance near your house will be done.
b. Contact Cllr Berry, to encourage him to seek answers from Wiltshire Council about roads and 
drains.
c. Contact the local MP, and sign up for her flood resilience 
campaign: https://www.rozsavage.uk/campaigns/improve-flood-resilience-in-the-south-cotswolds
d. Report overflowing drains when you see them to Wessex Water, or problems with Highways 
drainage on the MyWilts app.
e. Talk to the Flood Action Group if you would like information about flood defences for your 
home or can share information with others in the community.

Crudwell Flood Action Group 

https://www.rozsavage.uk/campaigns/improve-flood-resilience-in-the-south-cotswolds


Crudwell Village Hall

Crudwell Multi-Sports Facility

Crudwell Village Hall is a great venue for a variety of functions including children’s parties, 
wedding receptions, meetings presentations, as well as activities and clubs.

There is a large fully equipped kitchen, refitted and refurbished facilities, a large hall with a 
capacity of 150 to 200 people, meeting room, large playing filed and a children’s playground 
adjacent to an outdoor fitness area. The hall has free Wi-Fi and drop-down projector 
screens.

For availability, bookings and more general information, head to our website or email 
bookings@cvhrg.org.uk
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With the sun making its first real appearance this month, it’s been so nice to see people using 

the field, playground, tennis courts, and the new path at the village hall on such a regular 

basis. Investigations continue to source funding for the bicycle ‘pump’ track at the bottom of 

the field but all the pieces for our new goalposts are now with us so these will be installed very 
soon. Benches and picnic tables to go around the field are now a priority, so we hope to have 

some news on those soon.

Also, we’ve been excited to discover a free tree sourcing and delivery service from the 

Woodland Trust, which we’ll be using to continue the tree-planting programme for the rest of 

the field. Providing for native species of insect, bird, and mammal is high in our minds as we 

work through this to do all we can for biodiversity and our own enjoyment of this precious 

green space. All in all, our new ‘park’ is taking shape, and we appreciate all the support from 

the community in helping us to make it happen.

In other news, there has been a snag with our proposed new vending machine – namely that 

weather protection hadn’t been factored in. As a result, discussions continue but this could 
take some time.

Finally, by the time you read this, our AGM will have been and gone – we’ll update any 

outcomes from that meeting here next month, including the latest roll call of trustees, officers, 

and committee members. As ever, if you’d like to play your part just let me know!

Phil Buxton, chair, Crudwell Village Hall Committee. 

chair@crudwellvillagehall.org

mailto:bookings@cvhrg.org.uk
mailto:chair@crudwellvillagehall.org
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Parish Council April 
Parish Council
The Parish Council last met on Tuesday the 18th of March 2025. Meeting minutes are published 
on our website at: http://www.crudwell-pc.gov.uk/category/agenda/ together with the agenda 
for the next meeting which will take place at 7:00 PM on Thursday the 24th of April 2025 in 
Crudwell Primary School. Public speaking is permitted during the first ten minutes of the 
meeting, and you are, if you wish able to attend.
The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Thursday the 13th of May in Crudwell 
School.

Flood prevention and Crudwell Flood Action Group (FLAG)
Councillors have held further meetings with representatives of Crudwell FLAG and reviewed a 
long-term plan of requests to assess a number of drainage infrastructure installations to 
determine that these are working effectively and if improvements are possible to better alleviate 
flooding in the future. Most of the items fall under the auspices of Wiltshire Council and will be 
raised directly with the appropriate department. The PC will review the items which fall within 
its riparian responsibilities. Further activities are as follows:
• The Council has communicated with local landowners reminding them of riparian 

responsibilities to ensure that watercourses on their land are well maintained.
• Liaison with Wiltshire Council continues to ensure that culverts and ditches within their 

jurisdiction are well maintained.
• Additional road signs and gel sacks have been obtained and are available for use.
• The Parish’s Emergency Plan is under review to ensure that all possible scenarios are 

covered.
• A Parish Councillor liaises directly as a member of Crudwell FLAG with a monthly report 

back to Council meetings. You can find information in the Facebook group, or via: 
crudwellflag@gmail.com

• Representatives of Crudwell Flag presented at MP Roz Savage’s Flood recent summit 
meeting in Cricklade.

Information for landowners re Riparian responsibilities can be found on our website at: 
https://www.my-crudwell.org/2025/01/information-for-landowners-re-riparian-rights/

Local Elections
On Thursday 1 May 2025, elections will take place for 98 Unitary Wiltshire Councillors and across 
the Parish and Town Councils in Wiltshire.  Crudwell Parish Council is required to publish the 
Notice of Elections for Crudwell Parish Council (9 councillors).
There is a link below to our website which has:
-The Notice of Elections for Crudwell Parish Council (9 councillors).
-Further information about becoming a councillor.
-Application form
www.crudwell-pc.gov.uk 
Polling will take place in Crudwell Village Hall from 7am to 10pm.
Additional information is available on https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/local-elections 

Roy F Hamilton-Lambley; Chairman, Crudwell Parish Council

http://www.crudwell-pc.gov.uk/category/agenda/
mailto:crudwellflag@gmail.com
https://www.my-crudwell.org/2025/01/information-for-landowners-re-riparian-rights/
http://www.crudwell-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/local-elections


hood Plan Allocation; Tuners Lane

An exhibition of the final designs and layout for the Tuners Lane site will be held at the Village Hall on 

the 27th of March from 4:00 till 7:00 pm. All Crudwell parish residents are welcome to attend. 

Representatives of the site agents will be present to answer your questions. Meanwhile, the Planning 

Application remains called in for North Wiltshire Planning Committee review. 

2038 Neighbourhood Plan Review

• Many thanks to those of you who have responded to our Neighbourhood Plan bulletin outlining 

our proposed NP approach to the impact of the new Government housing targets which require 

an additional 39 additional homes in Crudwell by 2038. The comments page remains open until 

March the 30th and your comments, which are welcome, can be made online on our website at 

https://www.my-crudwell.org . We will respond to all comments individually and summarise 

our findings in next month’s bulletin.

• Work on other aspects of the plan, including commissioning the detailed maps and plans of the 

potential sites which will be included in our allocation policies, continues in order that these can 

be subjected to Strategic Environmental Assessment. The sites, as reported previously, are 

located at Carpenters Yard and land behind Chapel Way. Additionally, the feasibility of a parking 

facility and safe school access in the northern Glebelands, designed to alleviate congestion by 

the school and village green, is currently being assessed and may be included as an allocation 

policy. All these site allocations will be subject to appropriate permissions.

• Work has now commenced on the required Crudwell Design Code following a tour of the village 

by the commissioned architectural consultants during February. A presentation of the proposed 

themes and contents of the design code will be exhibited for all to review during early April 

2025. Details of the venue, date and times will be published on our website, our Facebook page 

and via our my-crudwell mailing list shortly. You can join our mailing list from our website at 

https://my-crudwell.us16.list-

manage.com/subscribe?u=6c7b9a2a92354da7cede56384&id=ef342a9859 

• The next formal consultation called Regulation 14, on all of the draft policies in the Plan will 

take place later this year.

 Cllr. Roy F Hamilton-Lambley, Chairman; Crudwell Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Neighbourhood Plan April  
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       Talking Wines

        Independent Wine Shop
        Hundreds of wines available

                 3 Emmervale Court, Midland Rd 
                 Cirencester GL7 1P   
   01285 650 250     Andrea@talkingwines.co.uk

https://www.my-crudwell.org/
https://my-crudwell.us16.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=6c7b9a2a92354da7cede56384&id=ef342a9859
https://my-crudwell.us16.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=6c7b9a2a92354da7cede56384&id=ef342a9859


Crudwell Multi-Sports Facility
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Greetings from All Saints Church
Where’s the Body?  Luke 24. vs 1-2

There is abundant evidence that Jesus lived & died. Few would dispute this. The more provocative question 
is whether he died & lived. If Jesus rose from the dead, as millions of Christians declare every Easter, then 
we must accept all that He said. But “If he didn’t rise from the dead …why worry about any of what he said. 
The issue on which everything hangs is not whether or not you like his teaching, but whether or not he rose 
from the dead.” (Timothy Keller)

Jesus had said he would die and rise from the dead after 3 days. This was well known and is the reason 
guards were assigned by the authorities to watch the tomb, with a seal set. (Matthew 27:66)

What happened next has been debated for 2,000 years.

In our text, on the day after the Sabbath, the women go to the tomb with spices, to finish anointing Jesus’ 
body. To their shock, they find the stone rolled away and the body gone.

Suggestions have been made that Jesus didn’t really die but came to his senses and somehow got out of 
the tomb; that the disciples went to the wrong tomb, that someone else removed the body and that reports 
of his subsequent sighting were a case of mass hallucination.

You will probably have your own perspective on this. 

I find it fascinating to look at how the disciples responded in the weeks and years that followed. 

They were transformed people. The timidness and fear that had caused them to abandon Jesus or betray 
him, that had them trembling behind closed doors, vanished. They were emboldened; they declared 
unequivocally that they had seen Jesus alive. 

Doubters suggest they lied and spread the rumour that Jesus had been raised from the dead for some 
agenda of their own. Some agenda! Chuck Colson who went to prison for his part in  the Watergate 
Scandal, points out that,  ‘Jesus’ disciples were willing to be ostracized, beaten, persecuted, and 
al l but one of them suffer a martyr ’s death’.

And liars always get found out! 

Colson goes on to say of himself and his co-conspirators,

There wer e no more than a dozen of us. Could we maintain a cover -up to save the president? 
Consider  that we were political zealots.  We enjoyed enormous political power and prestige. 
With all that at stake, you’d expect us to be capable of  maintaining a l ie  to protect the 
president… But we coul dn’ t do it…

Christ’s disciples, by contrast,  persevered boldly with their story,  ‘without ever [once] 
renouncing their conviction that they had seen Jesus bodil y resurr ected?’

This deserves consideration. 

The only explanation which makes any sense at all is that Jesus really did rise from the dead. And this is a 
life-changing, hope-filled message! It is the message of the Gospels. 

If you have not ever or recently read one of the Gospels -  I encourage you to do so. 

Matthew, Mark, Luke or John, can each be read in a couple of hours with a good glass of wine or a  few of 
cups of tea. 

If you do one exciting and dangerous thing this Easter, I hope it won’t be base -jumping. I hope it will be this!

Bob Rector of Braydon Brook Benefice
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Crudwell Ladies

North Wilts Flower Club

At our March meeting we had a very interesting talk about living and working in Berlin before 
and after the infamous 'Berlin Wall' was taken down. Sheila Lloyd-Graham and her husband 
Ian brought along some fascinating souvenirs from their time there. This is known as' living 
history', and, although we all recalled the newspaper and TV news, it was excellent to hear 
about real events from an eyewitness. 
On Wednesday, 9th April Pam Baldry will be talking about 'Glass with a Story', which will be a 
most interesting talk with Pam's very thorough research. Our May meeting on Wednesday, 
14th will be a shortish walk around Sherston which is a village with an interesting history and 
story, then tea/coffee and delicious cakes at The Angel Cafe. Our fingers will be crossed for 
good weather.

Please see the Village Calendar on the back page for future events and  contact details. 

Coffee n Chat

We are having an Easter Practice Session (no experience necessary) at Crudwell Village Hall 
on 9 April at 1.30 for 2 pm. We hope you can come, For more info on what to bring, email 
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com.
On 16th April we have Jenny York with her designs called “Out of Africa”. Jenny was a 
diplomat and speaks very well about flowers which will be raffled at the end. 
Cathy Carroll carrollcath@aol.com  

The monthly social gathering in Crudwell Church will be on Wednesday 9 April between 
10.30 - 12 noon.  Friends and neighbours from the village and beyond are most welcome 
for refreshments and the raffle, all funds raised going towards the church building and 
churchyard maintenance.
Please contact Rosemary Willliams for information on 01666 575073

mailto:nwvflowerclub@gmail.com
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Netball for all takes place from 6pm to 7pm on Mondays. Phone Debbie on 07880 606702 for 
more information.
 On Tuesdays, it’s tennis starting at around 5.00pm and we have a WhatsApp group to 
confirm if we have enough people to play. We are all relatively keen, all levels of fitness, and 
like to think we are more able than we probably are. If you are interested in joining us or have 
any questions, please email anniebsmith@hotmail.co.uk

           

Short Mat Bowls

Short Mat Bowls
           

Tai Chi

Short Mat Bowls

Netball and Tennis

The past month has seen the County League (North) completed - we won the league again: the 
Summer League Championship has been completed - we beat Market Lavington (the winners of 
the South County League) both home and away to retain the championship for the third year.

In the Malmesbury League, club teams came second and third. The 'end of season' competition 
qualifiers are now being played. One success to date - Julia and Geoff have qualified for the Pairs 
Final. Hopefully more success will follow.

Our sport can be played by younger and older people, men and women compete together; 
friendships are forged and fitness honed - the game has it all. Crudwell Short Mat Bowls 
Club is on your doorstep and you could be part of it. If you fancy having a go, just come along 
to a club session on Tuesday evenings or Thursday afternoons. 

See the Village Calendar on the back page for more details. 
Geoff

Our new routine is coming along and the one movement we all seem to enjoy is the 'donkey 
kick' so why don't you come along and find out all about it. We still enjoy our  regular moves 
but definitely little grey cells (as Hercule Poirot would say) are getting an airing. 

Tai Chi is recommended as a proven way of improving our concentration, balance and co-
ordination. The exercises can be done standing or sitting and are done to a background of 
very gentle music. It costs just £7 for an hour on a pay as you attend basis.

See the Village Calendar on the back page for more details. 

Margaret English

           Badminton
Crudwell Badminton Club welcomes players of all abilities to its Monday evening sessions at the 
Village Hall. Don’t worry if you’ve never played before – we are happy to teach! If you’d like to 
join us for an evening free of charge, email hilarywarner62@gmail.com.
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WE ARE RELOCATING to a bigger and better premises. 

The same team, in a bigger premises, with more services to offer!

Where have we moved to? 

You can find us at Unit 4, Whitewalls Industrial Estate, Easton Grey, Malmesbury, 

SN16 0RD. Contact us as before on 01666 577 242 and 

service@crudwellgarageltd.co.uk

Can’t get to us? - Free collection and delivery available 

We hope to welcome you to our new facility soon and thank you for your continued 

support.

mailto:service@crudwellgarageltd.co.uk


Parish Council and Community Report Nov 24
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We provide a wide range of high quality, reliable 
and affordably priced vans.

Open 7 days a week.

Call us on 001285 600202 or email 
cotswoldvans@outlook.com
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